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               Palm Beach County
  Green Schools Recognition Program

             2011-2012 Application
GOAL: To recognize public and private schools who encourage cultures of sustainability within their school communities. 

ELIGIBILITY:

· All public and private K-12 schools in Palm Beach County.

· All activities described in the application should reflect projects that are ongoing or will occur during the 2011-2012 school year.

· New applicants must attend a Green Schools Workshop prior to submitting an application.

· Applications must be received by March 5, 2012.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION:  -  New for 2011-2012
· Applications will be submitted on-line through the Green Schools Recognition Program website, www.ourgreenschools.com under the Apply tab click on the “Submit Applications Here” link.  Additionally, all schools must hand deliver or mail one CD containing a copy of their application and photo file (see Part D) to Pine Jog Environmental Education Center.  Schools should send an email to vfrehm@fau.edu to confirm receipt of the application to the website and receipt of the CD to Pine Jog.
· Please use 12 pt font and 1 inch margins for all narratives.
· Only complete applications submitted on time will be considered.
· Applications should be organized in the provided format and contain the following four parts:
Part A - Cover Sheet 

The Cover Sheet must be completed and signed by the principal, SAC chair (for public schools only), two lead teachers, and the PTO/PTA president.

Part B – Summary of Green School Activities
This is a one page summary that should provide a concise and coherent snapshot of how your school addresses each of the Rubric categories.

Part C – Narrative Summary and Documentation
To be eligible for the Green School Recognition, your school must demonstrate how it has addressed at least one indicator from each required category. A narrative summary and supporting documentation is required for each indicator. Guidelines for supporting documentation are found on page 3.

Part D – Photo File
All applicants must submit a CD to Pine Jog containing a file of six high resolution photos with titles/captions in the file name– one representing each category of the Green Schools Rubric. Students depicted must have signed photo releases on file with the school.  These photos will be used for public relations purposes in various media for the Green Schools Recognition Program.
The Green School Recognition Program is an initiative of the Pine Jog Environmental Education Center/FAU in collaboration with the Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties and the Environmental Endowment Fund of the 
Community Foundation and the School District of Palm Beach County.

Palm Beach County Green Schools Recognition Program

2011-2012 Application 

PART A: COVER SHEET (to be scanned and submitted as part of the one PDF application file)
School Name: ________________________________________

School Grade Levels: _______


Total Student Enrollment: _______________

School Address: ______________________________________

City: ________________________
State: _____________

Zip: ________

Name of Contact Person: ______________________________

Phone: ______________
Email: ______________________ Fax: _______________________


· I have reviewed the information in this application and certify that to the best of my knowledge it is accurate.

· Pine Jog Environmental Education Center has permission to use our photographs for promotional purposes. We understand that Pine Jog Environmental Education Center will not identify any individual student.    Yes _______ 
No _______

Principal’s Signature ____________________________________
Date _______ 

SAC Chair’s Signature ____________________________________
Date _______

(if applicable)

Lead Teacher #1 Signature __________________________________
Date _______

Lead Teacher #2 Signature __________________________________
Date _______

PTO/PTA President’s Signature_______________________________
Date _______

Preparation of Application:

One of the indicators in our recognition program involves the creation of the Green Team consisting of teachers, administrators, students, and community members to coordinate the systematic planning and implementation of ongoing Green School activities. Please list all individuals and/or Green Team members involved in the preparation of your application. 

	Name:
	Position/Title:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


PART B: SUMMARY OF GREEN SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Please provide a concise one page summary that describes how your school is representative of a Green School. Focus on what your school has accomplished in each of the six Green Schools Rubric categories.  Describe what makes your school unique and successful in efforts to be sustainable. Also, be sure to describe the level of student involvement in projects. If your school has formed a Green Team, please describe their involvement.
This summary provides the judges with an introduction to your Green School activities. This information will also be used for public information via the Green Schools Recognition Program website. It should be written as a stand-alone summary, but submitted as part of the one PDF application file.

PART C: NARRATIVE SUMMARY AND DOCUMENTATION
For this part of the application, applicants address current activities, improvements to ongoing activities, and/or new projects for the 2011-2012 school year. At least one indicator from each category should be addressed with a narrative summary immediately followed by supportive documentation. Indicators should be addressed separately within each category in the Narrative Summaries.  Part C must be submitted as part of the one PDF application file.
Part C should be organized and submitted as follows:

I. School Grounds Enhancement


Narrative Summary – up to 2 pages


Documentation – include up to 8 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
II. School Sustainability 

Narrative Summary – up to 3 pages

Documentation – include up to 10 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
III. Curriculum Integration 

Narrative Summary – up to 3 pages


Documentation – include up to 10 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
IV. Community Involvement


Narrative Summary – up to 2 pages


Documentation – include up to 8 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
V. Administration Support


Narrative Summary – up to 2 pages


Documentation – include up to 8 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
VI. Innovation


Narrative Summary – up to 1 page


Documentation – include up to 4 pages of documentation embedded in the PDF file
Documentation may include, but is not limited to:

· Captioned photographs (please do not include photographs without captions)
· Lesson plans 
· Agendas from workshops and meetings

· Powerpoint presentations
· Letters of intent or commitment from community partners
· Records of related community service hours
· Newspaper articles 
· School newsletters

PART D: PHOTO FILE  -  New for 2011-2012
Applicants must submit a CD containing a file of six high resolution photos with titles/captions in the file name – preferably one photo representing each category of the Green Schools Rubric.  This must be hand-delivered or mailed to Pine Jog.  Students depicted must have signed photo releases on file with the school.  These photos will be used for public relations purposes in various media for the Green Schools Recognition Program.

2011-2012 Green Schools Recognition Program Application Completion Checklist

Before submitting, please review your application PDF file and CD to ensure it includes the following:

· Part A: Cover Sheet

· Part B: Summary of Green School Activities
· Part C: Narrative Summary and Documentation for each of the required categories, plus the Innovation category if you choose to address it. Refer to the table below to ensure that at least one indicator for each category has been addressed. Organize the narratives and documentation by category.
· Part D:  Photo File

Process of Submitting: 
1) Submit the PDF application to: www.ourgreenschools.com by clicking on the “Submit Applications Here” link under the Apply tab.

2) Submit one CD containing both the PDF application and photo file to: Pine Jog Environmental Education Center c/o Karen Aubry, 6301 Summit Blvd., West Palm Beach, FL 33415.

3) Schools must send an email to vfrehm@fau.edu to confirm receipt of application to the website and receipt of the CD to Pine Jog.

The following table illustrates the categories, possible points, and indicators for the 
Green School Recognition Program.

	Category
	Possible Points
	Indicators

	School Grounds Enhancement
	12
	Outdoor Learning/Lab Structures
	Habitat Improvement/Restoration Areas of the School Grounds and/or Nearby Community

	School Sustainability
	28
	Energy
	Water
	Solid

Waste
	                Transportation

	Curriculum Integration
	20
	Interdisciplinary Approach
	Environmental Topics/Issues
	                 Field Studies

	Community Involvement
	16
	Partnerships within the School Building
	Service Learning Projects
	Community Involvement in School Activities

	Administrative Support
	20
	School Philosophy and Culture
	Professional Development
	Planning
	Sharing Success and Lessons Learned

	Innovation
	4
	Open-ended points which 

do not fit in the scope of the other categories.


Note: A full description of the Green Schools Rubric categories and indicators is available for download at www.ourgreenschools.com. Please see the website’s FAQ for other information. 
PAGE  
1
Property of FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center 

For more information visit www.ourgreenschools.com


